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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 1107 

The Problem of Jesus. By George Dana Boardman. Revised and 
enlarged. (Philadelphia: Am. Baptist Publication Soc, 1897, pp. 62, 
cloth, 50c.) This is a new edition of a book which first appeared in 
1891. "The problem of Jesus is twofold. First: a philosophical 
problem — How will you account for him? Secondly: a practical 
problem — What will you do with him ?" The vocabulary of the author 
compels a use of the dictionary and of reflective powers. The analysis 
of character is subtle and suggestive. The classification of the men 
who have been influenced by Jesus would furnish topics of biographical 
and historical studies for a lifetime. Every page is suggestive, and the 
argument is clear, strong, and cumulative. — C. R. Henderson. 

Philologica Sacra. Bemerkungen fiber die Urgestalt der Evangelien 
und der Apostelgeschichte, von Eberhard Nestle. (Berlin : Verlag von 
Reuther& Reichard, 1896, pp. 59, 8vo, M. 1.60.) Nestle, more than any 
other living student of the Old and the New Testament, is the scientific 
successor of the late Paul de Lagarde, the like of whom the world has 
seldom seen. Like Lagarde, Nestle has worked along the lines of Old 
and New Testament criticism and literature as well as in the field of 
Septuagint research and Semitic philology. Like Lagarde he empha- 
sizes the importance of textual criticism, and this work is one of the 
many fruits of his labors in those directions. The main portion of the 
treatise is an answer to a polemic on p. 174 of Arnold Meyer's Jesu 
Mutter spr ache. 1 Meyer's objections and attacks are answered in a most 
conclusive manner. We assent heartily to the three general proposi- 
tions touching the treatment of Nestle's subject (pp. 3 ff.), viz. : (1) the 
question at issue is that of a common Semitic, Hebrew, or Aramaic orig- 
inal of the synoptic texts, not of one alone ; (2) differences in the synoptic 
texts among themselves are to be explained either as variants of the trans- 
lators or as results of the individual liberty of the narrator; (3) an 
intimate knowledge of the languages of Biblical Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and cognate dialects is a prerequisite to work along these lines, as also 
a knowledge of the manner observed by ancient translators. He sums 
up on p. 43 : " We know of Aquila's translation of the Old Testament 
that there was a double recension, a secundam editionem quam Hebraei 
(car aKpifiuav vocant, as Jerome assures us. Why should not the same 
have been the case with a New Testament writing ? It is not my task 
properly to discuss the origin of the gospel narrative and its sources. 

' For a review of this book see American Journal of Theology, Vol. I, pp. 
188-90. 



